Factors influencing plasma carbamazepine concentrations.
Steady-state plasma carbamazepine levels were correlated with carbamazepine dose, expressed on a body weight basis, in 217 patients (some of whom were taking other anticonvulsants). Although there was a linear relation between plasma carbamazepine level and drug dose in the whole population studied, no such relation was found for patients taking carbamazepine alone. The factors responsible for this difference could not be identified in full, but interactions between carbamazepine and phenytoin were partly responsible.